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TEXT:  2 Corinthians 12:14 
THEME:  For All This I Ought to Thank and Praise, to Serve and Obey Him 
 1.  From Our Heart 
 2.  With Our Life 
 
“What I want is not your possessions but you” (2 Corinthians 12:14). 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 

How come we are so much better at taking than thanking?  And how come we 
seldom say thank you to those who do the most for us?  Like our heavenly 
Father, for example.  No, he doesn’t need our thank yous.  He keeps on doing 
what he does for us whether he receives our thanks or not.  The need for 
thanksgiving lies not with him but with us.  For us it is important to express our 
gratitude for all he does, and there is joy to be found in such thanksgiving. 
 
FROM OUR HEART  Gratitude is not some Norman Rockwell painting you put 
up on the wall or some statement that starts outwardly on the lips.  Behind the 
joyous hymn text “Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and 
voices” lies a grateful heart.  Even the sweetest “Gloria in Excelsis” falls flat if 
the heart is not tuned rightly. 
 
Heartfelt gratitude centers more on the giver than on the gift.  As Paul, 
referring to the offering for the needy he was gathering, once told the 
Christians in Corinth, “What I want is not your possessions but you” (2 
Cor 12:14), so a thankful believer tells his heavenly Father, “What I want is 
not your gifts but you.”  A faith that ties us to the heavenly Father for what he 
is and not merely for what he does is truly a divine gift and will be the most 
joyous.  Such a gift thanks God in plenty and in want, in green pastures or in 
the valley of the shadow—when it feels God’s goodness and when it doesn’t.  
The sheer joy of knowing him as our Father prompts thanksgiving. 
 
Thanksgiving then follows for whatever our heavenly Father sends.  When the 
sun is shining and the rain is falling at the right times, when work is successful 
and life is sweet, when we’re happy and healthy and have family and friends, 
we thank the giver.  But we also thank him when life is not so smooth and the 
way not so easy.  When suffering numbs our mind or pains our body, we trust 
his care and give thanks.  When death claims a loved one or chases after us, 
we look for eternal gain and give thanks.  When tears blot the pages of life’s 
journal, we compose the precious hymns of praise.  Our heavenly Father 
wants, on his lap, a child in whose eyes the light of gratitude shines—
regardless. 
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WITH OUR LIFE 
If only we could telegraph a floral bouquet or write a note to our heavenly 
Father, just to show how thankful we are.  Though Teleflora, UPS, FedEx, and 
not even Amazon Prime with a drone deliver to heaven, and God doesn’t have 
a mailbox, yet we have ways of expressing our gratitude to him.  Luther lines 
them up for us.  He says it is our duty to thank our heavenly Father.  Like 
Noah, fresh off the ark after the flood, we can build our altars of thanksgiving 
to our heavenly Father for all he does and gives.  Those prayers before and 
after meals, in the morning and in the evening, behind our steering wheels 
and at our desks need to start not with requests but with thanksgiving. 
 
Next Luther says it is our duty “to praise him.”  Like the shepherds returning to 
their homes and flocks after kneeling at the manger bed of God’s greatest gift, 
we can glorify him.  First we turn to him, as those shepherds did and as we 
can do in our worship services, and thank him for what he has given us.  Then 
we go out to the streets of life, again like those shepherds, to spread the 
Word.  Praise includes these two sentences:  “Look at what he has done for 
me.  Look at what he can do for you.” 
 
Next Luther says it is our duty “to serve him.”  Like the woman who washed 
Jesus’ feet with her tears and precious perfume, we kneel before him.  My 
dollars and cents are not really mine, but his—to be used to take care of the 
family he has given me, to help the needy he places before me, to support the 
government he has placed me under, and to supply the means for my church 
and synod to spread the real treasure of the Gospel.  Does an $81,000 deficit 
in our General Fund really say thank you to our heavenly Father?  My 
moments and my days are not really mine either, but his—to be used in 
Christian love and concern toward all those around me.  My abilities and my 
talents are not really mine, but his—to be used in my home, my community, 
my church:  for him! 
 
Finally Luther says it is our duty “to obey him.”  Whether young or old, or in 
between, the grateful believer prays daily, “Make me to walk in your 
commands—‘tis a delightful road—nor let my head or heart or hands offend 
against my God” (CW 462:4).  Just as the test of creed is deed, so the test of 
gratitude is the life we lead. 
 
Take my heavenly Father for granted?  Luther was right:  “For all this I ought 
to thank and praise, to serve and obey him.  This is most certainly true.” 
Amen. 
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Heavenly Father, when you open your hand, you satisfy the 
desires of every living thing.  May your name be praised and 
your grace glorified.  Thank you for the opportunity these last 
few weeks to study in depth all that you do for us—creating 
and preserving us, providing for all our earthly needs, 
defending us from all danger, guarding and protecting us 
from all evil.  We thank you especially for the incomparable 
spiritual blessings you have given us through your Son.  It is 
certainly true that every good and perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights.  You do 
all this not because we have earned or deserved it, but only 
because you are our good and merciful Father in heaven.   
 
Yet we are often greedy and ungrateful, so much more 
willing to take than to give thanks.  We complain and worry.  
Forgive us for these and all our sins in the name of Jesus.  
Prevent our many blessings from becoming Satan’s trap to 
ensnare us.  Keep our minds on things above, not on earthly 
things. 
 
Fill us today and every day with a humble and grateful faith 
that sincerely wants to thank and praise, to serve and obey 
you.  We ask this in our precious Savior’s name, who taught 
us to pray: 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER in the language of today 


